
Welcome back! This semester the monthly CAFE Resources 
will highlight interesting and (hopefully) new instructional 
ideas. For example, this month we recognize that you just may be settling into your teaching groove and 
are ready to try something different rather than relying on the basic PowerPoint presentations to support 
your instruction. If you’d like to try a new approach, consider the following alternative ways to share content, 
provide practice, and increase student engagement with your content material. 

Adobe Captivate 

Adobe Captivate lets you create fully responsive e-learning activities. Engage your students with a voice-over, 
embedded questions, and even create drag-and-drop activities. While there is a learning curve to the software, 
many people on campus use this product and are happy to assist you. Unfortunately, Captivate is not a free 
program, but several departments have a copy you can use. Contact the CAFE for more information.   

Quizlet 

If you have a lot of terms or facts for your students to learn, Quizlet is a great option. In Quizlet, you can build 
interactive flash cards, or better yet, have your students make their own sets to use on their own or share with 
the whole class. The program is mobile friendly and offers learners many ways to master the basic concepts of 
your material. The free version has a robust set of activities and is sufficient for most people. The paid version 
includes more features, such an interactive game, the ability to add audio and images, and even track stu-
dent’s progress. 

Jing 

If you want to demonstrate something on your computer, try this free screen recording program. Jing allows 
you to create step-by-step tutorials and share ideas with students. There is a five-minute time limit, so if you 
want to create longer tutorials or presentations you should consider Camtasia, Captivate, or Screenflow (Mac). 

Padlet 

Padlet is not meant for presentations, but for collaboration. It works kind of like a digital whiteboard where 
users can add comments, upload pictures or videos, and share links. It provides a unique way to present mate-
rial and have users interact with it. 

CofeShow 

With CofeShow you start with images, add text and audio, and make fun videos with smooth transitions. Cofe-
Show is free to try, but the paid version requires a one-time investment of $9.99. The program works for both 
Windows and Mac computers and allows you to make exciting presentations with easy to use themes. It is well 
worth the cost as a simple way to spice up your instructional presentations and activities. 

 As you develop your instructional plans for the remainder of the semester, be sure to try out some of the al-
ternatives described above. If you still simply want to do more with your presentations, consider Prezi, 
SlideShare, Google Slides, or even using the “handout” feature of the ever-popular PowerPoint. If you would 
like assistance with any of the options discussed here, please contact the CAFE at cafe@schoolcraft.edu or 734
-462-4419.
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