
The CAFE houses numerous resources for teaching and learning.  For Winter 2017 we will be sharing resource reviews 

with the theme of Understanding Unique Populations of Learners.  This month we offer some suggestions for work-

ing with at-risk learners from Between a Rock and a Hard Place: The At-Risk Student in the Open-Door Classroom by 

Roueche and Roueche, LC 213.2 .R68.  Be sure to visit the CAFE to check out this, and other books, about at-risk learners.   

Community colleges face the challenge of providing access to education for all learners.  In recent years, increasing 

numbers of these learners are identified as at-risk learners.  At-risk learners face various challenges, such as: 

 being academically, socially, or emotionally underprepared for the rigors of college 

 managing family responsibilities 

 working 20 or more hours per week 

 being a first generation college student 

 having English as a second language 

As faculty, it can be difficult to maintain the expectations and standards we have for all students while providing 

the extra support necessary to increase the likelihood of success for those students facing additional challenges.  

Yet, is important to develop an understanding of these challenges and how faculty can help students to overcome 

them.   

One method for helping at-risk, and other learners, is to break instructional units of study into meaningful sub-

units.  This strategy can assist the learner to build new learning upon prior learning, develop effective time man-

agement skills, and see the connectedness and relevance of the instructional sequence.  Segmenting a large in-

structional unit into many, related smaller units also allows opportunities for instructors to build in mini modules 

that might be of assistance to at-risk learners.  For example, instructors could add modules including background 

information for novice learners, reading or math tutorials for underprepared learners, vocabulary instruction for 

ESL learners, or study skills tips for learners trying to balance busy lives.  These mini modules could be self-paced, 

used for extra credit, and/or assigned as needed for individual learners to meet specific needs.  Further, these mini 

modules can be developed by the instructor for an individual class, facilitated by other campus resources, such as 

the Learning Assistance Center (LAC), or even be built on links to external online sources.  Regardless of the type of 

mini module, its role in a larger instructional unit can provide an at-risk learner with essential support to increase 

their ability to overcome challenges and be successful in the college classroom.  

 

For further ideas about working with at-risk learners, take a look at this issue of the Faculty Focus:  Prior 

Knowledge as an Unexpected Obstacle to Learning 

Additional articles from the Faculty Focus as well other resources can be found at:  U:\CAFE (Center for Academic 
& Faculty Excellence) 
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Schoolcraft College  18600 Haggerty Rd.   Grote Center, Rm. 100  Livonia, Michigan 48152  734-462-4451 

CAFE Resources:   

Understanding Unique  

Populations of Learners 
Please visit the CAFE in Grote 100 during open hours: 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 10am to 2pm  

http://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/instructional-design/prior-knowledge-unexpected-obstacle-learning/
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